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Planning Meeting for the Indigenous Peoples Climate Change Assessment 

8-9 September 2008 

Palo Alto 

 

Draft Conclusions of the Meeting 

 

 

IPCC Assessment 
 

The assessments will be led and undertaken by indigenous peoples (IPs) and will benefit 

the communities where they are undertaken, including by helping them face challenges of 

climate change. 

 

Aims 

 

The overall aims of the Assessment will include:- 

 

• Assisting the communities undertaking the assessment;  

 

• Generating information that can be shared with neighbouring communities or 

other communities around the world; 

 

• Influencing policy locally, national and internationally by providing inputs into 

ongoing climate change negotiating processes that ensure indigenous rights; and 

 

• Educating and creating awareness among the wider global public in order to 

reposition issues relating to the value and wisdom of traditional knowledge. 

 

What are we assessing? 

 

• Climate change impacts on IPs and their lands, cultures and livelihoods 

 

• Observations of IPs of climate change and environmental changes 

 

• Responses/strategies/vision of IPs in the face of this, and what they need to realize 

these 

 

• Impacts of climate change measures 
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Features of the local assessments 

 

Initially the project aims to launch seven assessments to start as soon as possible.    

 

Possible sites include:- 

• Kuna Yala (Panama) 

• Vilcanota (Peru) 

• Pacific North West 

• Huaorani (Ecuador) 

• Federated States of Micronesia 

• Arctic (VACCA process) 

• [Philippines/Indonesia] 

• Australia 

 

The process will be open to further assessments, with the aim of creating a long-term 

process that is accessible to communities around the world. The inclusion of sites from 

under-represented regions is particularly desirable. 

 

The Steering Committee will select the seven sites.  The types of issues it is hoped that 

the sites will demonstrate include:- 

• The vulnerability of the location to climate change; 

• The prevalence of indigenous people, their traditional knowledge and culture; 

• The presence of a local partner indigenous organisation; 

• The ability to demonstrate aspects of the key criteria outlined in the conceptual  

framework for the assessments;  

• Geographical distribution, with reference to the seven regions of the UNPFII and 

the regions of the TCF and other key partners of the project; 

• Strategic political objectives of indigenous communities (such as land rights) 

• Ecological distribution; 

• Biocultural distribution; and  

• Cultural social distribution including varying degrees of integration into local 

economies, and various lifestyles, such as agrarian and nomadic lifestyles. 

 

Conceptual Framework 

 

It is important that the initiative develops a conceptual framework that gives all 

assessments a common vision, as well as guides and articulates in a coherent manner the 

activities undertaken by each one (under different scenarios, scales and times). This CF 

should create capacity in the communities to help then to respond to climate change (e.g. 

to respond to their particular adaptation needs) 

 

This framework will integrate the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

with indigenous epistemologies/world views, climate change and ecosystems questions, 

and specific climate change questions related to each assessment.   

 



 3 

The conceptual framework needs to be further developed by a small indigenous experts 

meeting. 

 

The specific methodology used for each assessment will be culturally defined by each 

locality.  

 

Though the conceptual framework will influence the methodologies chosen for the pilot 

assessment, each assessment will be undertaken in the context of the community’s own 

knowledge and practises. While a set of key questions will be developed to guide the 

assessments, the community will decide on the specific questions they address according 

to their needs and ecosystems. 

 

Each assessment will consider how communities are dealing with and preparing for 

climatic changes, and how climatic changes are already impacting, or are likely in the 

future to impact, TK systems and sustainable livelihoods.  

 

Understanding that the local conditions and priorities will be the most important issues to 

be addressed, the following questions might be considered as a starting point for 

discussion:- 

• What is the meaning of climate change for the community? 

• How does climate change affect their socio-economic, ecological and 

astronomical calendars now and in the future? 

• What changes in climate and environment have been observed by the community? 

• What are the local explanations and meanings for observed change? 

• What traditional indicators are used by the community to forecast changes? 

• What traditional response/adaptation measures have historically been used by the 

community in the face of environmental change? 

• To what stresses and combinations of stresses is the community most vulnerable? 

• What are the likely impacts of climate change on local ecological and cultural 

values? 

• To what degree can traditional adaptation measures build resilience to these 

stresses? 

• What are coping mechanism are being employed? 

• What needs to be done? 

 

To guide the local assessments, the following issues have been identified as being 

important:- 

• Opportunities to retain or revive traditional practices to respond to climate change; 

• Promotion of more sustainable communities through innovative climate change 

responses, such as development of alternative sustainable energy including small 

scale hydro, solar and wind or small scale (undercover) agriculture in the sub-

Arctic; 

• Increased recognition of the importance of healthy ecosystems for indigenous 

retention and control of indigenous territories; 
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• Opportunities to preserve ecosystem diversity on traditional territories as 

recognition of mitigation values and promotion of adaptation through healthy and 

resilient ecosystems; 

• Increased opportunities for partnerships and participation in science; and 

• Biodiversity enhancement and recognition of cultural heritage and values. 

 

Outputs 

 

Three classes of outputs:- 

• Materials for the community; 

• Inputs for international governmental processes; and 

• Wider global community. 

 

The outputs may include any or several of the following: 

• Policy Reports 

• Book 

• Stories  

• Films 

• Wiki-platform 

• Guides 

• Guidelines 

• Toolkits 

 

A synthesis report will be prepared by the Steering Committee.  In addition to 

synthesizing results and findings of the various assessments, the synthesis report will also 

consider broader international issues such as:- 

• How can the international community best support indigenous people regarding the 

value and importance of their expert knowledge?  

• Cross-scale linkages between state of the art science (climate models, GIS) linked to 

local interpretation/ground truthing by local/indigenous experts; 

• Will Indigenous peoples be successful in adapting to climate change? At what cost to 

livelihoods, to the transmission of TK and culture? What steps should/can be taken 

to address these issues? 

• How does this impact on the TK systems of Indigenous peoples? Will knowledge 

disappear? Will knowledge adapt? How will changes in TK systems impact the 

sustainability of livelihoods and communities?  

• How can the interests of Indigenous peoples on the TK related aspects of climate 

change issues be best represented on the international stage?  

• What are the implications of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of 

Indigenous peoples for states and Indigenous peoples in relation to climate change, 

particularly, with reference to Articles 28 and 29? 

• How can the lessons be applied more broadly? For example, will the responses of 

Indigenous peoples to climate change demonstrate to the international community 

the dynamic rather than static nature of TK? Are the lessons applicable to other 

environmental issues, such as desertification, salinisation or forest loss? 
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• How are the Indigenous Peoples response and external responses linked?  Are they 

mutually supportive?  Are they at cross purposes? 

 

Links with other assessments 

 

The project will work with other processes and projects of relevance.  The projects listed 

in the annex will be invited to contribute to the process. Other relevant projects may also 

be invited to join. 

 

Global Policy Processes 

 

The assessments will as much as possible seek to contribute to relevant discussions in 

international process.  Key process in this regard will be:- 

• Indigenous Peoples Global Summit on Climate Change and its regional 

preparatory processes; 

• UNFCCC; 

• The IPCC process; 

• Sub-Global Assessment process of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 

 

Other important events will be:- 

• IUCN Congress 

• Climate change congress 

• World Social Forum 

 

The exact nature of these interventions will be determined by the nature of the local 

assessments. 

 

Governance 

 

The Interim Steering Committee composed of the indigenous members of this meeting 

will be formed to guide the assessment:- 

• ANDES (Alejandro Argumedo) - chair 

• FPCI (Onel Masardule Arias) 

• ICC (Stephanie Meakin) 

• UNPFII (Vicky Tauli-Corpuz) 

• Snowchange (Tero Mustonen) 

• IPRN (Dennis Martinez) 

• NAILSMA (Joe Morrison) 

 

The next meeting of the Interim Steering Committee will take place on 8 October in 

Barcelona, during the IUCN Congress. 

 

ANDES and UNU-IAS will provide administrative support for each assessment and the 

international process.  

 

Communication Strategy 
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A communications strategy will be developed and implemented at the international, 

regional and local level. The strategy will aim to reach policy-makers, communities and 

the general public. 
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Draft site matrix for the assessment 
 

Geographical 

location 

Region Culture Project title and website Status Lead organizations or 

individuals 

Sachs Harbour, 

Banks Island, 

Canada 

Arctic Inuvialuit Inuit Observations on Climate Change Project 

http://www.iisd.org/casl/projects/inuitobs.htm 

 

Completed 

in 2001 

International Institute for 

Sustainable Development 

(IISD) and Hunters and 

Trappers Committee of Sachs 

Harbour (Contact: Graham 

Ashford, IISD) 

Greenland 

(several 

communities) 

Arctic Inuit Sila-Inuk project - A Study of The Impacts of Climate Change in Greenland 

http://www.inuit.org/index.asp?lang=eng&num=261 

 

Ongoing Inuit Circumpolar 

Conference, ICC-Greenland 

and Kalaallit Nunaanni 

Aalisartut Piniartullu 

Kattuffiat, The Association of 

Fishermen and Hunters in 

Greenland, KNAPK (contact: 

Lene K. Holm, ICC) 

West 

Kitikmeot, 

Northwest 

Territories, 

Canada 

Arctic Inuit West Kitikmeot / Slave Study (WKSS) - a consensus-based partnership of government, 

Aboriginal, co-management, industry and environmental organizations in the NWT and 

Nunavut focusing on environmental research and monitoring 

http://www.nwtwildlife.com/WKSS/ 

 

Ongoing Inuit Organizations 

(Kitikmeot Hunters and 

Trappers Association 

Nunavut Tunngavik 

Incorporated Kitikmeot Inuit 

Association), Nunavut Co-

management organizations, 

Industry, environmental 

organizations, governments of 

Northwest Territories, 

Nunavut and Canada 

Hudson Bay, 

Canada (28 

communities) 

Arctic Inuit and 

Cree 

Hudson Bay Traditional Ecological Knowledge and Management Systems (TEKMS) 

Study 

http://www.unesco.org/most/bpik21-2.htm 

 

 

Completed Environmental Committee of 

the Municipality of 

Sanikiluaq, Sanikiluaq 

Hunters and Trappers 

Association 
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Geographical 

location 

Region Culture Project title and website Status Lead organizations or 

individuals 

Northwest 

Territories, 

Canada 

Arctic Denendeh The Dene Nation’s Denendeh Environmental Working Group climate change case study 

http://www.eoearth.org/article/Denendeh:_the_Dene_Nation’s_Denendeh_Environmental 

_Working_Group_climate_change_case_study 

Ongoing Denendeh Environmental 

Working Group 

Communities 

of Sand Point, 

Gambell, and 

Togiak in 

Alaska; 

Nikolskoye, 

Tymlat & 

Kanchalan in 

Russia 

Arctic Aleut The Bering Sea Sub-Network (BSSN) -  Community-based environmental monitoring 

http://www.bssn.net/NewsArticles/BSSNTheBeringSea.html 

 

Ongoing Aleut International 

Association. Contact: Victoria 

Gofman, principal 

investigator of the BSSN 

Reindeer 

herders in 

Scandinavia 

and Russia 

Arctic Saami, 

others 

Ealát Project - an initiative to look at the vulnerabilities of reindeer herders, and conduct 

research on how herders might adapt to climate change 

http://arcticportal.org/en/icr/ealat 

 

Ongoing Association of World 

Reindeer Herders  and the 

International Centre for 

Reindeer Husbandry. Contact: 

Anders Oskal, Director 

Communities 

in the Arctic 

Arctic Saami, 

others 

Snowchange Cooperative - maintains a community network across the Arctic focusing on 

traditional knowledge and climate change. www.snowchange.org 

Ongoing Snowchange. Contact: Tero 

Mustonen 

Community of 

Nutendli, the 

lower Kolyma 

region, Siberia, 

Russia 

Arctic Chukchi Chukchi community – climate change adaptation and nomadic community school Ongoing? Snowchange. Contact: Tero 

Mustonen 

Kolguev 

Island, Kolyma 

River Basin & 

Beringovsky 

District, Russia 

Arctic Evenk, 

Chukcha, 

and Yukagir 

ECORA project - using an integrated ecosystem management (IEM) approach to conserve 

biodiversity and minimize habitat fragmentation in three selected model areas in the 

Russian Arctic. 

http://www.grida.no/ecora/ 

 

Ongoing UNEP, GEF, Russian 

Federation 

Contact: Mr. Evgeny 

Kuznetsov 

Black River, 

Manitoba, 

Canada 

North 

America 

Black River 

First Nation 

Black River First Nation Global Warming Monitoring and Education Project 

http://www.pnr-rpn.ec.gc.ca/community/ecoaction/fp-pf/page.asp?lang=en&id=MB-20002 

 

Ongoing Black River First Nation, 

Environment Canada 
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Geographical 

location 

Region Culture Project title and website Status Lead organizations or 

individuals 

Maheshkhali 

Island is 

situated off the 

Bay of Bengal, 

Bangladesh 

Asia Maheshkhali 

islanders 

Indigenous forecasting of cyclones in Maheshkhali, Bangladesh 

http://maindb.unfccc.int/public/adaptation/adaptation_casestudy.pl?id_project=33 

 

Completed? Shahed Hassan, Dhaka 

University 

Sri Lanka Asia  Indigenous farmers indicators for weather forecasting 

http://maindb.unfccc.int/public/adaptation/adaptation_casestudy.pl?id_project=31 

 

Completed? Hemanthi Ranasinghe, 

SLARCIK, Sri Lanka 

Resource Centre for 

Indigenous Knowledge, 

University of Sri 

Jayewardenapura 

Samoa Pacific 

Islands 

Samoan An Assessment of Impacts, Vulnerability, and Adaptation to Climate Change in Samoa 

http://www.international-alliance.org/documents/Climate%20Change%20-%20Samoa.pdf 

Completed Fiu Mataese Elisara-La’ulu 

 

Samoa Pacific 

Islands 

Samoan Documenting traditional knowledge in weather and climate forecasting in Samoa 

http://www.cru.uea.ac.uk/tiempo/floor0/recent/issue49/t49a1.htm 

 

Ongoing? Penehuro Lefale, National 

Institute of Water and 

Atmospheric Research in 

Auckland, New Zealand 

(NIWA)(p.lefale@niwa.co.nz) 

Marovo 

Lagoon, 

Solomon 

Islands 

Pacific 

Islands 

Solomon 

islander 

Village-level Documentation and Transmission of Local Environmental Knowledge, 

Solomon Islands 

http://portal.unesco.org/science/en/ev.php-

URL_ID=4989&URL_DO=DO_TOPIC&URL_SECTION=201.html 

Completed 

2005 

UNESCO, Government of 

Solomon Islands. Contact: 

Edvard Hviding 

Kabara, the 

Lau Group, Fiji 

Pacific 

Islands 

Fijian Climate Witness – community vulnerability and adaptation assessments 

http://www.wwfpacific.org.fj/what_we_do/climate_change/climate_witness/index.cfm 

 

Ongoing WFF South Pacific 

Pacific Islands Pacific 

Islands 

Pacific 

Islander 

Sharing Community Stories: The Pacific Climate Change Film Project and Climate 

Change Film Festival 

http://www.sprep.org/climate_change/filmproject/index.asp 

Ongoing SPREP and British High 

Commission, Suva, Fiji. 

Fiji Pacific 

Islands 

Fijian Climate change adaptation in rural communities of Fiji.  

http://www.usp.ac.fj/index.php?id=4169 

 

Ongoing Pacific Centre for 

Environment & Sustainable 

Development(PACE-SD) and 

Institute of Applied 

Science(IAS) of the 
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Geographical 

location 

Region Culture Project title and website Status Lead organizations or 

individuals 

University of the South 

Pacific(USP), Fiji's Ministry 

of Environment (Contact: 

Fine Lao on email: 

lao_f@usp.ac.fj) 

Ngāti Pare 

(Coromandel) 

and Te Whānau 

a Apanui 

(Eastern Bay of 

Plenty, New 

Zealand 

New 

Zealand 

Maori Pilot programme to examine Māori environmental knowledge (MEK) of weather and 

climate 

http://www.niwascience.co.nz/ncc/maori/knowledge 

 

Ongoing National Institute of Water & 

Atmospheric Research 

(NIWA) New Zealand - Maori 

Research and Development 

Unit. 

Communites in 

Wardaman, 

Jawoyn, 

Yanyuwa, 

Walabunnba, 

Brambuk and 

Toerres 

Straight 

Islands, 

Australia 

Australia Australian 

aborigines 

Indigenous Weather Knowledge Website Project 

http://www.bom.gov.au/iwk/index.shtml 

 

 

Ongoing Australian Government 

Department of Meteorology, 

indigenous communities, 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Commission 

(ATSIC), the Bureau of 

Meteorology, and Monash 

University’s Centre for 

Australian Indigenous Studies 

(CAIS) and School of 

Geography and 

Environmental Science 

Northern 

Australia 

Australia Australian 

aborigines 

Sharing Knowledge project – impacts and adaptation strategies for Indigenous Australian 

communities 

http://www.sharingknowledge.net.au/ 

Ongoing University of New South 

Wales. Contact: Donna Green 

(donna.green@unsw.edu.au) 

Communities 

of Kurrawang, 

Ninga Mia, 

Coonana and 

Iragul, 

Australia 

Australia Australian 

aborigines 

Indigenous seasonal indicators and climate change in South-Western Australia Proposed CSIRO, Communities of. 

Kurrawang, Ninga Mia, 

Coonana and Iragu. Contact: 

Erin Bohensky 

(erin.bohensky@csiro.au) 
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Geographical 

location 

Region Culture Project title and website Status Lead organizations or 

individuals 

Amazon Basin South 

America 

Indigenous 

and 

traditional 

peoples of 

the Amazon 

Basin 

Support to indigenous organizations and facilitation of the completion of diverse studies to 

clarify the relation between indigenous peoples, Amazonia, and climate change. 

http://www.amazonalliance.org/ 

 

Ongoing Amazon Alliance 

Upper Rio 

Negro, 

Amazon Basin 

South 

America 

Tukanoan Perceptions of and responses to climate change amongst Baniwa communities of the 

Upper Rio Negro. http://www.idbrasil.gov.br/noticias/News_Item.2004-04-01.3400 and 

http://www.socioambiental.org/prg/rn.shtm.  

Incipient Federação de Organizações 

Indígenas do Rio Negro 

(FOIRN) and member 

organizations; Instituto 

Socioambiental (ISA) 

Communities 

of Tinqui, 

Tayancany, 

Cotaña, 

Mahuayani, 

Pausipanpa, 

and Anjasi, 

Peru 

South 

America 

Quechua-

Aymara 

Vilcanota Sub-Region assessment (part of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment) 

http://www.millenniumassessment.org/en/SGA.Peru.aspx 

Completed International Center of 

Traditional Knowledge, 

Ecology, and Policies 

(CICTEP). Contact: Alejandro 

Argumedo 

Chirripó River, 

Costa Rica 

Central 

America 

Cabécar Local Ecosystem Assessment of the Higher and Middle Chirripó River Sub-basins, 

Cabécar Indigenous Territory, Costa Rica (part of the Millennium Ecosystem Assessment) 

http://www.millenniumassessment.org/en/SGA.CostaRica.aspx 

 

Completed Association Ixacavaa de 

Desarrollo e Información 

Indígena. Contact: Esther 

Cámac 

Narok and 

Ngorongoro 

districts, 

Kenya 

Africa Loita 

Maasai 

Predicting and Monitoring Climate and Seasonal Cycles among the Loita Maasai of Kenya Ongoing Kenya Resource Centre for 

Indigenous Knowledge 

(Kenrik). Contact: Henry 

Shuma Ole Saitabau and/or 

Patrick Maundu 

Villages in 

South Africa 

and 

Mozambique 

Africa  Adaptations to climate change amongst natural resource-dependant societies in the 

developing world: across the Southern African climate gradient. 

http://www.tyndall.ac.uk/research/theme3/final_reports/t2_31.pdf 

Completed Tyndall Centre for Climate 

Change Research 

 


